
        

 Greetings! 

National Housing Call-In Day - 
Thursday, July 27, 2017

(Capitol Switchboard - 202.224.3121)

Part  of the "Nat ional Housing Week of 
Act ion," July 22-29

On Thursday, July 27 th, MHC Urges You to Call Your
Elected Officials -

Tell Them to Oppose HUD Budget Cuts and
Restore Federal Investment in Affordable Housing

Federal affordable housing programs have a proven track record of lifting

MHC ne e ds  YO U!   
 Your  me mb e rs hip    

a dv a nc e s  s a fe ,  fa i r ,  a nd               
a f forda b le  hous ing for  our       

c ommunity ! 

Join MHC or Renew Your
Membership Today!

Each new member and every
donation makes possible MHC's
critical work for our community. 

Become a recurring monthly
donor for as little as $1 per
month to provide ongoing
support of MHC's work or

consider gift to MHC in the name
of a loved one.

Contact Michael Kolodziej at 
michael@metropolitanhousing.org

or
502 584-6858 regarding

donations & gifts.

To make an online donation,
visit us on the web at

www.metropolitanhousing.org
or

Mail your donation to:
Metropolitan Housing

Coalition
P.O. Box 4533

mailto:michael@metropolitanhousing.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vFsyxswohjU_RincVhIzsVV7XPerYZp46lEcEqoTvlEko075GgSD8D1chbMK2JzRtmqVSO21hT0j-SnwPSKgCTYxRz6BPxFj2Gfg5T9hzp1DARVuangiRXd-fy9mVYBvUHkwEt7B3yT-7TG5bILOOiZzYd5ugiTKXxgfP8DJ6jw7lA232vcxLIt5Lkfjed7_i_64Quq3t02Sy7XN5G-rUey57i-0To3dx81yNLgmHFzE-zqbp6QTJP-R-5Z144LXHQTbcVHLltcDpV7b6Dr9AumJ7Kj5Fq2iDQeArHDktUETDJxNwMPK15N8WnphjKN3&c=&ch=


millions of families out of poverty and reducing homelessness. These
resources are more important than ever-11 million families spend more
than half of their income on rent and struggle to pay for groceries,
healthcare, and other basic needs.   

The problem is getting worse in every state. But, instead of increasing
investments, Congress is poised to pass deep spending cuts. The
President's 2018 budget proposal would slash $6 billion from HUD's
budget (already at historically low funding) to help pay for an increase in
defense spending.  The cuts contained in the House budget bill are not as
deep as the President's - but they would still significantly cut funding for
critical affordable housing resources that provide lifelines for extremely
low-income seniors, people with disabilities, families with children,
veterans, and other vulnerable populations. 

Families in our communities cannot afford any further cuts to housing
programs that put a roof over their heads.

(For more information on the House budget proposal, you can click on
http://nlihc.org/article/draft-2018-house-budget-further-cuts-housing-
investments )

Instead of reducing already-tight resources that help millions of the
poorest families afford a place to call home, Congress should
expand federal investments to ensure that everyone has a safe,
accessible home they can afford. To do so, Congress must lift the
low spending caps for non-defense programs and fund affordable
housing and community development programs.

On Thursday, July 27th, during the "National Housing Week of Action," July
22-29, MHC encourages you to contact your Senators, your
Congressperson, and your state Governor. (You can just call the
Capitol Switchboard 202.224.3121 or find contact information for your
federal representatives at http://cqrcengage.com/nlihc/lookup).

Here are some talking points you can use:

There is a severe shortage of affordable rental housing in our
communities - a shortage that slows economic growth, reduces
mobility, drives up healthcare costs, and traps families and
communities in poverty.  This shortage is the direct result of
underfunded federal housing programs that don't meet the national
need.
As a country, we must invest more in programs that make housing
affordable for all members of our community.
Further cuts in affordable housing are unacceptable.  
Despite their proven track record, HUD and USDA affordable
housing programs have been chronically underfunded. Today, of the
families who qualify for housing assistance, only a quarter will get the
help that they need.
Low federal spending caps required by the Budget Control Act of
2011 have decreased funding for affordable housing and community
development programs. This has only made it more difficult to
ensure low income seniors, people with disabilities, families with
children, and other vulnerable populations are stably housed.
These spending caps will push housing assistance spending to their
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501 (c)(3) organization. Your

contribution is tax deductible within IRS
regulations. 

 

Community
Calendar

Fair Housing Coalition 
meets 2pm 

each 2nd TUE at New
Directions, 

1000 E. Liberty
 

Louisville Vacant Property
Campaign 

meets 5:30pm
each 3rd Tuesday at Shelby

Park Community Center
600 E. Oak St.

--------------

Free Tax Preparation
Free tax preparation May 15 - 

October 13, 2017. By Appointment
only: Call LABC 502.814.2715

Tuesdays: Louisville Asset
Building Coalition 
1126 Berry Blvd

Wednesdays: Louisville Urban
League 

1535 W Broadway

 Thursdays (every other week 
10 am - 2 pm):

Sun Valley Community Center
6505 Bethany Lane

United Crescent Hill Ministries
150 State St.

Thursday evenings (5 - 8pm)
Americana Community Center

4801 Southside Dr.

For taxpayers with Household Income
of $65,000 or less

Visit https://www.labcservices.org/ for
more information and on what info to

bring

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vFsyxswohjU_RincVhIzsVV7XPerYZp46lEcEqoTvlEko075GgSD8MYShe7C4WBWUipHgj2GF2q36r0NBsx3iqM1o3OEwU7LwLXRrgdcMlG7Pk9YlOHiclgcL0yEh68E3j2C-Oq71jXzKtJLpbhWRn1XpEQwSrX_guXLm8xGZSjJHaoFI2MdA2lBGC0U0YoFKHaMxW5zOrUKi3BASet8nUB7VE9K0MZfk1gBYEADzd4SnvNibrmsVir8yq2pBV7Hbl6ertjhjeEJn8ejd6qMZohpE4fFf116XV2fIWkH1c8QQltHT1jZ1vm8hYp4Nvpnw1MiAVCa4O4ALl82wz_fjSqEi3drWXSBoUZ-f-yI5mQGLSbvGRB5Ug==&c=&ch=
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lowest level in 40 years. Unfortunately, the need for housing
assistance programs continues to far outpace supply.
Budget cuts threaten affordable housing and community
development investments and millions of low income families. More
than 85% of HUD's budget goes directly to renewing housing
assistance already in place. When HUD's resources are cut, families
lose access to stable housing, putting them at increased risk of
homelessness.
While we must work to reduce our nation's deficit over the long-term,
balancing our budget should not be done on the backs of our nation's
low-income families who are already struggling to get by.
Congress must lift the low spending caps on non-defense programs
required by the 2011 Budget Control Act and ensure the highest level
of funding possible for affordable housing programs.

For more information on the National Housing Call-In Day, click on
https://www.ourhomes-ourvoices.org/call-in-day.

As always, MHC thanks you for your support for fair and affordable
housing!

Give for  Good Louisville  is  on the  
hor izon: Thursday, September  13th ! 
A new name but still the biggest day of local giving

by Michael Kolodziej

 

Give for Good Louisville (formerly Give Local Louisville) is less than 8
weeks away! The biggest day of local giving takes place from 
12:00 a.m. - 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, September 13th.

Last year was a success as we had our most amount of unique donors
ever on this day of giving. MHC's goal this year is to not only raise more
money than last year, but to also have at least 50 unique donors.
However, it's good to have different sized goals so the ultimate goal is to
raise +$10,000 and have 75 unique donors. Organizations are rewarded
extra money through shared prize pools by reaching unique donor

--------------

River City Housing Needs
Help!

River City needs help, and not in the
usual way. In the "we're hiring" way.
We have a reputation for good work

because we have good workers doing
the work. Things are hopping. We're
adding a crew leader and a laborer in

the near future. 

If you have builder skills, send your
contact information to

info@RiverCityHousing.org. And pass
the word along to any really great

subcontractors you know.

We've got work for them, too.

--------------
Financially In Tune for Life

A comprehensive, classroom based
consumer education curriculum that in
only two hours provides the building

blocks to sound financial management.
 F.I.T. is a required class to participate
in Louisville Urban League's Center
Housing & Financial Empowerment
series, including Home Ownership

Counseling. 

Learn about:
-- How to take control of your financial

resources & planning how to use them
-- S.M.A.R.T. Goal Setting

-- How to analyze your whole financial
picture

-- The 4 C's of credit
-- How to understand & maximize credit

scores
-- Important Consumer Laws & more

Upcoming Dates:
Tuesday, July 25, 5:30 pm

All classes are held at Louisville
Urban League at 1535 W

Broadway, and thanks to our
generous sponsors there is no

charge for this class.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vFsyxswohjU_RincVhIzsVV7XPerYZp46lEcEqoTvlEko075GgSD8MYShe7C4WBW2Tq-vxnj2m4KwWktoewuirI3DomlFYdaK_6rB2mjf97FPAPpuEOxAVgpPP7xoKSj5dh1AyCgkrgLXDOmYpjPLWzjtpwEd846aT8_8SuupjscVunnyrq39FTvaZBNHui1DFzNzBliAmznxkhVQ15HBSqohZe3GEmB-bs3z1OmEEo2v51yqCSDwYSgqIF51HOMq5xrN9OaDOd69hvu1-W60LOmaAcxdLS-JV87qx-kr5FlJUI1hqgI13GAvXl3c6lp&c=&ch=
mailto:info@RiverCityHousing.org


milestones of 25, 50, and 75. Last year we were just short of 50 so by
reaching those two milestones of 50 and 75 we'd be even closer to the
larger goal!.

Please consider giving to us on September 13th. You can help even further
by becoming a Peer-To-Peer Fundraiser! If you already plan on giving to
MHC this year, sign up to become a Peer-to-Peer Fundraiser and help us
cultivate more donors. You can sign up on by contacting me at
michael@metropolitanhousing.org or 502.584.6858. The advantage of
this fundraising approach is you can craft and send out messages to
potential donors (for example your selected list of contacts). This is a new
feature to Give for Good Louisville and could make a large impact! Please
think about becoming a Peer-to-Peer Fundraiser!

In the mean time, keep a look out in your emails, e-blasts, and on social
media for updates on Give for Good Louisville and spread the word to
your friends and family. There are a lot of great organizations that you can
support during the biggest day of local giving. Let's make this year even
more successful than the last!

Honor ing David Armstrong
by Cathy Hinko

David Armstrong, former Mayor, Kentucky Attorney General, chair of the
Kentucky Public Service Commission (PSC), and MHC board member
passed away in June.  Dave was the person who recommended that I be
the Executive Director of the Jefferson County Housing Authority because
our staff thought to have the appointments at the home location of people
who were being relocated from a complex that was deteriorated. He also
took the risk of letting us begin the Section 8 for home ownership program
even before HUD created rules. Then County Judge Armstrong had that
commitment to people.  

It was Chair Armstrong who institutionalized local outreach meetings of the
PSC for significant changes to LG&E rate cases. MHC worked with many
others to ensure that local voices came and presented when these
opportunities arose. 

MHC was thrilled when Dave agreed to serve on the MHC board, and he
only left because his new job at the PSC presented a conflict when MHC
started to Intervene in cases before the PSC. 

His legacy, just in in our one area of advocacy, was tremendous. 

 Just call Louisville Urban League to
reserve a seat for an upcoming class: 

502. 585.4622

--------------

Start Fresh
Bank on Louisville's Start Fresh is a

FREE workshop for people with
negative (non-fraud) banking histories,
are in ChexSystems, or are banking for
the 1st time. It will help you gain new
info & tools to use 2nd-chance or new
checking accounts. This workshop will
help you think about your relationship

with money and plan how you will
make mainstream financial sevices

work for you. Upon completion, you will
get a certificate you can use to open a
new account with Bank on Louisville's

bank or credit union partners.

There are two locations for the   
workshops:

Louisville Urban League hosts
the workshop from 5:30-7:30

pm on the following
Thursdays:

August 10th
November 9th

NIA Center hosts the
workshop from 10am-12pm
on the following Tuesdays:

September 12th
October 10th

December 12th

To regis ter for any of these  
workshops or get more info,  call 
Bank on Louisvil le at 574.5156.

--------------

mailto:michael@metropolitanhousing.org


Helping You Manage Your  Ut ility Costs, 
brochure
Improving Energy Efficiency in your home with
resources to assist you with paying your utility bills

Over the years, MHC has worked with LG&E to help create a brochure on
resources that help manage utility costs. Below is the newest iteration of
the brochure. You can click on the link to download it as a PDF or click on
the images to get each page as a JPEG. We will also be uploading it to our
website under MHC Reports 
http://www.metropolitanhousing.org/resources/mhc-reports/.
Please share this with as many people as possible!

Helping You Manage Your Utility Costs brochure - PDF

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vFsyxswohjU_RincVhIzsVV7XPerYZp46lEcEqoTvlEko075GgSD8D1chbMK2JzR-zrpRa6-vKl51YGMWG4Xv1QCEubUP5tCvs-p-bVDwE_7038zZ21XJXuTnLRdXoaL__vxAwWus_L8u1di5rzkFXWIM-xXV5bZ_A-Eba5oBHt6vLj4Z2hNaillnfVQAdRb2bO7-QIoWTJ8tXFI1USi4uC80Tv5DvzVWbNQb1yc14bcbmBOMR_Rz3aRcl6Od6vduEHwJCvS-4ZIUeclYZmZgRK4GnO9SgFQGz06D4wFHqXxoGvDFY-AsneI20NNarvY-XEUpGpLL0Qc9FugnpfWrA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vFsyxswohjU_RincVhIzsVV7XPerYZp46lEcEqoTvlEko075GgSD8MYShe7C4WBWT-34kSY2BQTdZJL4EZeEQP9-lWPfVBBcPG11r3jDBvlkMA8pEfS47KWn0pdHqgFJNDZVImlbpw30jlUplTyIMKzJRmVpqSkanLfbpPlavVG928XALLNJZUnMEYxmrUPI3m7yR9EsPOIP0d4wKTiN5pkdGGj-_UL18-Ah6sntDSsQZ14OT6I9S8Y9kYKjAbxb&c=&ch=


 

Earn money for MHC just by shopping Kroger      
Have a Kroger card in your wallet or keychain? 
Then you're almost ready to help support MHC!

I f  you  don 't  yet  h ave a Kr oger  Pl u s car d,  j u st  ask  a cash i er  for  on e.                       
 

Here's how to get started or re-enroll:
For those who DO have a Kroger Plus card, go to www.kroger.com
 
If you already HAVE a Kroger.com account:
1) At the top of the main webpage, find & click on "Community" on the top right of the
screen, just below the "Sign In" box.

2) On the the Community page, click on "Kroger Community Rewards". This will take you
to the Community Rewards page.
  
3) At the bottom of the Kroger Community Rewards page, you will see a box for "ENROLL
NOW". Click on the box.

4) On the next page, you can find MHC by typing our name, "Metropolitan Housing
Coalition", in the search box.
  
5) When Metropolitan Housing Coalition appears on the list, select us by clicking the
circle next to our name. Then click "Save".
 
6) Confirm that MHC is selected as your Community Rewards organization by checking
your account profile.
 
That's it! Now every time you shop and use your Kroger Plus card, you'll be earning
rewards for MHC.
 
If you DO NOT have a Kroger.com account, click the "Register" button at the top right of
Kroger.com. Simply follow the instructions on the website to set up your account & then
follow the above instructions.

Want to get involved but need more
knowledge on the issues?
MHC will come to you!

We're happy to present on the issues and our work to
your group, whatever the size and wherever the

location.
Contact MHC at (502) 584-6858 or
 michael@metropolitanhousing.org

to find out how you and your organization can learn
more and get active.
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